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In recognition of Applicant's duty to inform the U.S. Patent and Trademaffi Office 
of relevant patents, publications, or other information of which Applicant is aware, 
included herewith is a copy of the Information Disclosure Statement that was filed in the 
parent application of the above-identified application on June 28, 2002. The present 
application is a continuation of U.S. patent application serial number 09/848,594, filed 
on May 3, 2001 . 

This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date of the 
prior application. Therefore, the identified references which were submitted to the U.S. 
Patent Office in the parent application are not required to be provided in this application 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). However, if the Examiner requests, Applicant will 
provide additional copies of the references that are listed in the prior Information 
Disclosure Statement. 



Submission of this Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute 
an admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to herein is 
"material" to Applicants' invention as that term is currently defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 
(37 CFR§ 1.97(h)). 
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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
relevant information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, 
at 25. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of 
the first Office Action issued on the merits of the subject application in accordance with 
37 C.F.R. §1. 97(b)(3). In the event that a first Office Action has been mailed to the 
undersigned prior to the mailing of this Information Disclosure Statement, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the applicable fee pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) to Deposit Account No. 50-1901. A duplicate copy of this document 
is enclosed. 
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